KENILWORTH CASTLE

Unlike Warwick, Kenilworth Castle has been a ruin since
the Civil War and but for Sir Walter Scott it might have
fallen into oblivion. Yet in the Middle Ages Kenilworth was
one of the largest and most formidable of the Norman castles,
as in Elizabeth's reign it was one of the most splendid and
luxurious. The three chief stages in its building are the
Norman keep, associated with the family of de Clinton; the
fourteenth century buildings in the inner ward, which are the
work of John of Gaunt; and the Tudor buildings, beginning
with Henry VIIFs lodgings and completed by the very exten-
sive additions of Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, The only
part of the Castle which is now inhabited is the Elizabethan
gate-house.

The most interesting event in the history of the medieval
castle is its six months5 siege in the Barons' Wars of Henry IIFs
reign. At this time the Castle belonged to Simon de Montfort
and was held for him by John Giffard, while the Earl of War-
wick held his castle for the King, In 1264 John Giffard took
Warwick by surprise, carried off the Earl and Countess to
Kenilworth and only released them on the payment of 1,800
marks. For several months, during the early successes of the
Barons' party, Prince Edward and his cousin were held as
hostages at Kenilworth. After his escape Prince Edward
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